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INTRODUCTION 


Often the simplest questions reveal the most about a 
subject. Since 1978, the Coalition has reprinted historic 
documents, official reports and published studies on the 
geological and arboreal features of Franklin Park. nats 
has been done to clarify and describe how and why Franklin 
Park was built. 

Franklin Park was built for people to use and enjoy. 

What EreanklamneParkcls mtompank a valsHntoiss and. USeigs mse ene Most: 
important question of all. 

In May 1984, it dawned on me--the editor of all these 
previous scholarly tomes--that this basic topic had never been 
Weltten about. At the Kite Festival, © met a journalist iT 
knew named Lynette La-Paix. Lynette had covered the 1981 Fall 
Walking Tour of Franklin Park for a Boston newspaper. I told 
her of my idea and asked her if she'd do the interviewing and 
WILLING? stele ei iciCGheulovs SUN, Ot COUliESe> 

Lynette agreed and spent part of her summer talking to 
people around Franklin Park. Since almost all of the people 
interviewed were Boston residents, she actually talked with 
the owners of Franklin Park. 
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Franklin Park has always represented a place where people 
from Greater Franklin Park and the surrounding communities get 
together to enjoy each other's company, a variety of foods, 
and music and to enjoy a number of activities from kite flying 
to ethnic celebrations at its annual West Indian Carnival. 

This past summer when I spoke to a number of people in 
and around Franklin Park I was unaware of how many different 
ways the Park serves the community. 

Sam Castell, 40, of Dorchester jogs in the Park every 
morning before going to work: "I know that jogging helps to 
keep me looking and feeling great, and Franklin Park is the 
best place to job. I see this park as a genuine oasis in a vast 
urban desert. Where else in Boston can you find this kind of 
scenery and fresh air? I also like not having to worry about 
Cars; Since, the cars can only go so far in here." Other 
joggers share the same common feelings with Sam. Elizabeth 
Johnson, 24, of Blue Hill Avenue, Roxbury, enjoys running in 


the Park in the early mornings because she loves its peaceful- 


ness: "I usually start near the golf clubhouse and then I jog 
up there," (she points to the Nazingdale section) “around and 
then back to the clubhouse." She directs my attention to two 


people in the distance nean the center of the gollf course. 


"That's my husband Gary and our son Matthew, Gary is teaching 


Ingiin ic©@ jollasy G@leE., Waae’sS wae Wicemkilim Pee is alll glootie, Me 


gives families a place to do things together." Elizabeth and I 
walked over to where Gary and Matthew were putting: "I have met 
a lot of other golf players here," said Gary. “I never knew that 


there were so many other people in Dorchester, Roxbury, and 
Franklin Park neighborhoods that shared my love for golf." 

Unity Day 1S an annual affair in June when the Park is filled 
with people from all walks of life who come together to help make 
Boston a better place to live. While enjoying this year's 
celebration, listening to music, enjoying the smells of a variety 
of foods, and listening to the laughter of the children around 
I struck up a conversation with Susan Kaplan and Martha Jones. 
They were under a shady tree with their picnic lunch and radio 
next to them: "We both live in Cambridge now, but before Martha 
lived in Jamaica Plain and © lived in Roxbury," said Susan. 

"We used Franklin Park very often for different reasons, sometimes 
to cook out or just to enjoy each other's company; since we've 
moved away it seems that we come to the Park even more. There 

is no Park like this where we live." "When we heard that Zion 
Initation (a reggae group) were performing here today we could 

not stay away even if we wanted to!" added Martha. 

59-year-old Cynthia Lewis goes to Franklin Park at least 
fifteen to twenty times a year with her family. "We like to come 


early in the morning so that we can get a good spot, especially 
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on real warm days. People flock here like homing pigeons and 
everyone is looking for a nice shady spot to Set up their 
hibachis. It's a real nice way to spend a warm day." 

The July 4 opening of the newly renovated zoo at Franklin 
Park drew thousands of people. Eleven year old Susan Roberts 
of Mattapan was very excited about having the zoo so very close 
to home: "T think that even if I come here every day I won't 
get tired of the animals." Susan's feelings about the zoo were 
common among the other children at the park. They were all very 
sure that the new zoo will become a huge part of their summer 
fun. Parents were also very enthusiastic about the new childrens 
zoo. Janice Roberts, 25, mother of two children was happy that 
the new Zoo as opens Lil ike ehes facies Ehiat mya chaalidinen cangcome 
to a zoo that's close by to see and learn about animals. Living 
in a city the only other animals that children see are cats and 
dogs and maybe, if they are lucky, a squirrel. I am also 
comfortable knowing that they are at the zoo rather than somewhere 
G1Se." 

One warm Sunday afternoon I visited the tennis courts and met 
a couple--Joanne Wells, 19, and Steve Small, 22, playing a leisurely 
game of tennis: "When we first started dating two years ago 
neither of us had very much money so we'd come here to the park 


and walk and talk and I always enjoyed it," said Joanne. "We 


both live in Mattapan and it's very easy to get to Franklin Park. 
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Whenever we play tennis here it's always very peaceful. No long 
lines of people waiting for us to finish our game. Steve taught 
Ie OQ [Olasy In@ieS, IL relmiil< telmete TIF I Imac! icieiScl tO leave Arie aAinsy 
other court it would have taken me a much longer time to learn." 

The Lena Park Day Care Center on American Legion Hwy. in 
Dorchester provides day care services for over 130 children in 
the Boston area. Connie Lawrence, supervisor of the center, 
explained that Franklin Park plays a big part in the center's 
daily routine, especially in the Spring and Summer: "We find 
it very safe for the children that use it. On any given day there 
is always a group of our kids at the Park. We're either picnicking 
or playing, regardless of what we're doing the children always 
enjoy themselves." 

Cecelia Johnson, 19, of Roxbury was waiting for the Egleston 
Station bus on the corner of Seaver Street and Blue Hill Ave.: 
Vi In@ere NOES Or loa! ilies aloowlic Wieaimi<ilaiin Parle, lowic 1 Isle telae 
Park and I always feel safe there. I think that most of the 
people that say bad things about it never really go there 
themselves." 

Joyce Nathan is a 32 year old housewife who lives on Seaver 
Street in Roxbury. She was sitting at the tot lot near the 
Humboldt Avenue Entrance to the Park watching her 15 month old 


Shawn playing in the sandbox: "We come here a lot. Shawn 


I Seeaae an Tne Waidemess 


Carnival 
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enjoys playing here and I enjoy watching him have fun. Sometimes 
there are other people here with their children. I have met a 
number of neighborhood children and their parents here." Joel 
Anderson and his 11 month old son Stephen were also at the tot 
lot, “WL isieiing Stcepinein mere SO EMG My WES CAM est, SBaie’s 
a nurse with very late working hours; sometimes, when she's 
sltcepang Lf bising Stevie, herwe to) pilay." 

The Park is also the home of the West Indian Carnival. 
It is held once a year, just before Labor Day and a week before 
the largest Carnival in exile in Brooklyn, New York and close to 
the date of independence for Trinidad (the island where the West 
Indian Carnival originated). While enjoying the festivities 
on August 25th I spoke with a number of people. 

June Roberts of Dorchester said, "I enjoy the Carnival quite 
a bit. I am always late; so what I usually do is wait here at 
the Park for the parade to get here. There are always a lot of 
other people waiting and we party until the bands get here. I 
don't think that this Carnival would be as big or as enjoyable 
if it was held anywhere else in Boston." 


Karen Wilson, 26, of Roxbury (formerly of Trinidad) explained 


her reasons for coming every year to the Park. "Apart from 
the social part of the Carnival, it also helps us West Indians 


to remember our heritage while sharing it with the pan-West 


Indians in the community. Franklin Park holds a great signifi- 
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cance to the neighborhoods around it. It's always been a place 
where the people around could get together. Things like Unity 
Day and the Kite Festival would not be the same if held anywhere 
else." 

Charles Gatson of Mattapan feels that there is no other 
Park in and around the City of Boston that provides people with 
aS Many activities or as clean an environment as Franklin Park 
does. “I'm glad that the Park is where it is, right in the middle 
of the City where we can all benefit from it." 

This year's Carnival was the biggest that this writer has 
ever experienced in the City of Boston. The bands of people 
‘playing mas' was bigger and more colorful than ever before. 

The Park was packed with people enjoying the variety of West 
Indian foods and delicacies. The steelband stole the hearts of 
all the newcomers to the Park and strengthened the love of it's 
old lovers (like myself)." 

Michelle Bynoe, a 32 year old Roxbury resident, said that 
she comes to the Park every time there is a big event. "I don't 
care what it is. I figure that if it's being held at Franklin 
Park, I'll have a good time and you can believe that I always 
dor 

Carmella Rodriguez of Jamaica Plain was also at the Park 


celebrating the Carnival with her younger sister and brother. 


"T like Franklin Park because I always feel safe here. I can 
bring my younger sister and brother and not have to worry about 
them." 

Wendy Ann Davis was sitting behind a huge table of delicious 
Carribbean delicacies, ancluding Curnmiled meats, il enjoy the 
Park for a number of reasons, not only do I enjoy myself but I 
can also make some money at the same time." 

Long after most of the steel bands had put away their drums 
and the gayly colored costumes had been packed away to make way 


fon what 2E"S wearers call "partying clothes", the activities 


iim elie Pewel< Wes Siesilil Cosme; ieuulil joes, WANS aS yay If Isle 
this place," said Cheryl Murray, 22, of Mattapan. "Whenever I 
come to the Park I have such a good time that I don't want to 
ISawve 

Joseph and Shiela Martin, a couple who lives in Hyde Park 
said "We both like the Park. We keep coming back because there 
is always something going on here. And even if there is nothing 
big happening, there is always a nice clean spot to picnic, to 
Gon bilcyclang) (om 7Wsie asewkaxe 

Hannibal King is a former Roxbury resident who now lives 
in Hyde Park, had a different perspective. "I started coming 
to the Park with my mother when I was a child. I remember 


feeding leaves to ponies through a fence at the zoo. But as I 


grew older it seemed like the Park had changed. I'd hear 
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rumours of how unsafe the Park had become and I began to lose 
Tintee@r~@Sic alin Wie, | AieSre several years I decided to attend the 
Unity Day Celebration and became interested in the Park all 

over again. Iwas impressed. Impressed about how well kept 

the whole Park was. It was also te ts to see the new Children's 


Zoo, and to see children enjoying the same things that I had 


experienced during my childhood. Now that I have renewed 
\ 
QIONCSCIAELOM OI telne Paik Wie loOEACIES ME CO ielniiMk elmate ielneicS 


are people who are putting down this really nice park when instead 


they could be using it to their own advantage." 


POSTSCRIPT 


I agree with Hannibal and all the other people that shared 
their feelings about Franklin Park with me. I think that a park 
like Serene Park is a necessary part of an urban environment. 
Franklin Park has given the people in the surrounding communities, 
and any other neighborhood, a place to meet new friends. There 
are different ways that the Park serves our individual needs. 

Some of us like to attend events like the Kite Festival or the 
West Indian Festival. Others choose a quiet day to enjoy the 
Company of frvends' or sellatives= Tf enjoy the fresh ain, the huge 


shade trees that are always cool in the summer (that's if you get 


there before the summer rush) or the newly rebuilt children's zoo. 


Irregardless of the reasons why Franklin Park is individu- 
ally special, everyone was positive that it's a safe place and 
a very important part of their community. The people who 
use the Park are and should be proud to have such a special 
aK AS ieeunlcilain Peuels 
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THE AUTHOR 


Lynette La-Paix is a 24 year old native of the Republic 
of Trinidad. She has traveled extensively in the Carribbean 
Islands and has been schooled both in Trinidad and here in 
the United States. She spoke about writing this article 
saying "I have really enjoyed this assignment because it has 
opened my eyes to how important Franklin Park really is to 
the many people that use it. It serves as a place for people 
to get away from the strains of urban living, to enjoy the 
company of friends while enjoying the tranquility of the Park. 
This has been one of the most enjoyable articles that I"ve 
worked on." The interviews were conducted between June and 


the end of August 1984. 


